Lunt Teacher (K-2) Technology Use Interviews

1. Do you have enough access to technology to support teaching and learning in your classroom?
a. What would you like to be able to do now?
Teacher:

o Extra desktop station in classroom (John Flaherty)
o Everyday Math student activities are on computer — would like to use with students in
classroom at a station
o Age of student desktops a concern
o Special education — right now can’t continue software from resource room in
classroom.
o Training on digital cameras (Kevin can do)
o 2" grade — access to some kind of computer lab
o Are there issues with 2" grade students using laptops — do the laptops need a
keyboard (possibly with raised/larger symbols) and mouse?
o Would like to have the opportunity to explore primary age software

From Sept 05 Survey

numbers 13 and 15 (web based organizers and using web to communicate)

Becoming more proficient with word and powerpoint.

I would like to develop a class web page for parents to assess

I would like to use a iPhoto in my classroom to show parents more of what is happening. One step at a time for

me!

Prior to last spring, I did not have access to a computer that could be used for much more than e-mail and word
processing. It could not open much of the software available to me. This year [ will hopefully be able to learn
more about what I can do with my computer.

Create charts and forms for graphic organizing. Use Boardmaker to create texts to simplify existing literature,
experiential learning for students with limited understanding. Become more proficient at accessing info from
Internet.

Learn how to use presentation software; create web based organizers and use graphic tools.

Use of the web, iPhoto, PowerPoint, etc., to enhance instruction and share information.

Create charts and forms for graphic organizing. Use Boardmaker to create texts to simplify existing literature,
experiential learning for students with limited understanding. Become more proficient at accessing info from
Internet.

With students:
text-to speech, voice recognition and word prediction software, screen readers

I have a new digital camera that I would like to use to share student work with parents and
publish more books illustrated with photographs of our work in the classroom.

Create charts and forms for graphic organizing. Use Boardmaker to create texts to simplify
existing literature, experiential learning for students with limited understanding. Become more
proficient at accessing info from Internet.

Use of the web, iPhoto, PowerPoint, etc., to enhance instruction and share information.

numbers 45 and 4NAn - online research investigations

In Kindergarten - basic intro to computer

It is very difficult with only one computer in my classroom and time is an issue. I teach first
grade!

literacy and math

The limited access that students have to computers has led me to use them for my own work.

it would be great if there was a computer lab for Lunt students to use to become acquainted with
computers - typing. HyperStudio

I would be interested in having two organized lists of online sights that I could access: one with
references and one with lessons/materials that I could use with students. I would also like to
become familiar with some of the software that was mentioned above.

Expand use of Pixwriter and Picture This programs for oral and written communication



b. What kind of technology solutions would meet your needs?
o Color printer — what are the possibilities of a color laser printer in both buildings at
Lunt? Color is essential as a teaching component. Also students are publishing paper
books.

From Sept 05 survey
It is very difficult with only one computer in my classroom and time is an issue. I teach first

grade!
literacy and math
The limited access that students have to computers has led me to use them for my own work.

it would be great if there was a computer lab for Lunt students to use to become acquainted with
computers - typing. HyperStudio

2. Are students’ technology skills adequate for how you want to use technology to support teaching and
learning in your classroom? If not, please elaborate.

o right now yes

o would like to investigate having a computer lab available and having students create
products on the computer including word processed writing, books, and PowerPoint
presentations



Using the internet and Word to support and enrich student learning of reading and writing in the
content areas.

preparing power points and web sites

Using classroom website to communicate with families. Electronic portfolios for students. I will
be doing this as I work with Suzy Palmer.

22 and 24 (text to speech and word prediction software)

becoming proficient at creating word documents with pictures....getting proficient with digital
camera, editing, printing photos, spreadsheets, data sheets

#1.) Increase the quantity & quality of student writing. #2.) Learning to use the internet for
research purposes.

incorporate digital pictures in their work

55 - mathematics software - development of math; know some of the literacy stuff, but it's
always changing and improving

technology is specific to the students and integrated with the classroom

more cool software - informed and accessible

Gaining an increased knowledge of what resources are available for to learning and teaching the
content areas and being able to access them more readily.

using simulation software and interactive software

At this point I have no idea where my students are with this technology! I know they are more
aware than this survey indicates but until I actually see them using this technology I don't feel
comfortable assessing them any higher.

54 and 55 (Special Education, literacy and mathematics software)

having updated boardmaker software and having os10 simultaneously

Technology support is strong and much appreciated. I have been able to grow in this field

because of the availability of hardware and tech. support. Thank you for the laptop that will
allow me to use technology such as PPT more easily in the classroom.

3. Are students’ technology skills adequate for how you want to use technology to support teaching and
learning in your classroom? If not, please elaborate.

3" grade students come with little but learn very quickly



research should be scaffolded to guide sttgio high quality siteand provide structure
to the research process.
3. Other comments
o really like and use United Streaming
o Would like series of weekly sharing @arhat teachers are doing by content area.
o Would like supported time to delep technology integrated units.



Grade 7 Interviews — Middle School — Laptop Program — December 2005

1. Has the laptop program had positive impact on your teaching? If so, how?
o Research in addition to library — more good resources on the web than we could possibly house in
our library
Access to research in classroom
Spanish does 3 project based research units using technology — 1 each trimester
Use of online activities
More engagement for review assignments such as quizzes and worksheets when done online
online Spanish/English dictionary
Know students have access to technology, so can feel comfortable making technology based
assignments
o Gives students options and choices of showing what they know (i.e. iPhoto and iMovie). Don’t have
to use technology exclusively
o We know students are learning a valuable life skill
o Science — great for organizing lab reports. Can start working on report on computer as students are
doing the lab
o Use tables to organize data
o Bibliographer — can copy or export to word
o United Streaming is an outstanding resources — video clips to support teaching and learning in all
content areas
o Math — curriculum specific software: Understanding Math (includes home machines) — particularly
7™ grade but available grades 5-8, Tinkerplots, Dazzle data analysis, Geometer Sketchpad, Connected
Math web based materials
o Emailing the week in preview to parents
2. Has the laptop program had any negative impact on teaching and learning? If so how?
o Failed technology can be a reason or an excuse for work not being completed
o This year the rate of failing computers has negatively impacted class lessons. Pen drives could lessen
this impact.
o Monitoring — particularly student email, is a responsibility that teachers don’t always welcome.
o Students can get distracted with web research.

O O O O O O

3. Has your use of technology in the classroom changed in the last year? If so, how?
o No — feel at ease with its use
4. Are students’ technology skills adequate to use technology optimally in the classroom? Please elaborate
if not adequate.
o Some students need keyboarding
o Some are missing basics such as using a header or footer in Microsoft Word
5. How is student use of email going? Are you using it to support teaching and learning?
o 7™ grade not using
o Would like to meet — administration, director of student planning and learning options, 7" and 8"
grade teachers, technology staff — present both positive and negative aspects of student email — come to
either a consensus if possible or a common understanding of the decisions around using student email
6. What technology resources (i.e. equipment, software, support) do you need that you currently don’t
have?
o More convenient access to printers
Pen drives
Document cameras would be useful beyond math
More LCD projects
Cameras — particularly science
Larger screened and faster laptops for teachers

O O O O O



o Direct instruction for students on technology skills — what makes sense? What are the pros and cons
of a separate computer class? What could we do with a part time ed tech? Would skills clinics during
study hall be an option? Some teachers might be willing to focus on technology skills for a class period
occasionally.

Other

o Do electronic portfolios make sense if they are not going to be used by high school teachers? What
is their purpose? Are they worth the work? What can’t they do? Are there other alternatives
(turnitin.com)?



Grade 8 Interviews — Middle School — Laptop Program

1.

Has the laptop program had positive impact on your teaching? If so, how?

Extremely positive

Use every day

Social studies — everything on the laptops

United Streaming video is a valuable resource

Web has outstanding resources for content in the curriculum

Class web page relied on heavily by parents and students in a number of classes.

Math — not used every day, but used for algebra I textbook resources, teacher web (1200 hits 1*
trimester for 8" grade math)

o All written work in English

Revolutionized the amount of work that students can do in a shorter period of time

Students can be held accountable to higher writing standards

Many texts are online so don’t have to buy (i.e. gutenburg.org)

Some students can handle the writing process much better on a computer particularly if there are
processing disabilities around transferring thoughts to paper through handwriting

o Students relax more in the writing process because editing is so easy

o Use for communication with students — web and email

o Students are engaged

o Students have options for presenting knowledge — lab reports, algebra project

Has the laptop program had any negative impact on teaching and learning? If so how?

o Failed technology can be a reason or an excuse for work not being completed

o This year the rate of failing computers has negatively impacted class lessons. Pen drives could lessen
this impact.

o Teachers need faster computers

Has your use of technology in the classroom changed in the last year? If so, how?

o Concern about failing laptops.

Are students’ technology skills adequate to use technology optimally in the classroom? Please elaborate
if not adequate.

o No major problems, but particular students could benefit from more skills instruction

o Students seem less knowledgeable

How is student use of email going? Are you using it to support teaching and learning?

o Some teachers using

o Would like to meet — administration, director of student planning and learning options, 7" and 8"
grade teachers, technology staff — present both positive and negative aspects of student email — come to
either a consensus or a common understanding of the decisions around using student email

What technology resources (i.e. equipment, software, support) do you need that you currently don’t
have?

Remote desktop for teachers

Use an iTeam to help with computers and teach technology skills and strategies

More convenient access to printers

Pen drives

Document cameras would be useful beyond math

More LCD projects

Larger screened and faster laptops for teachers

Direct instruction for students on technology skills — what makes sense? What are the pros and cons
of a separate computer class? What could we do with a part time ed tech? Would skills clinics during
study hall be an option? Some teachers might be willing to focus on technology skills for a class period
occasionally.

o A “back-up clinic” for students and teachers

O O O O O O O
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Grade 9 Teacher Interviews — Middle School — Laptop Program — present:
O’Toole, Stankard, Blenk, Glick, Stacey, Boston, Nickerson, Inlow

1.

Has the laptop program had positive impact on your teaching? If so, how?

v English — use Literary Companion, direct access to websites

v All — can feel free to assign Internet based homework (science many homework assignments are not
textbook based)

v' Science — Internet access — Internet homework

v' Social studies — comfortable mandating use of computer for homework — used for research purposes
particularly around scientific revolution

v' Geometry — use about once a week — 9th grade students have laptops — others have carts - carts inn

good shape this year - Geometer Sketchpad

Like having students responsible for bringing laptops and not having to plan for carts

Some students depend on computers for organization and writing

Available for other activities where many students are online: course signups were easy, advisor

activities, Choices web site with guidance

v Notetaker is great for most instances (though doesn’t work where diagramming is required)

AN

Has the laptop program had any negative impact on teaching and learning (or disadvantages)? If so

how?

v’ students complain that computers are slower than home computers

v' distraction aspect of the laptop - one teacher banned laptops for a week because some students were
surfing the web rather than taking notes

v' students forget laptops - can really interfere when a whole lesson is planned around 1:1 access — 10
minute detentions don’t make up for what is lost in the lesson

v Some students chose to do Garageband and other programs rather than doing homework

Has your use of technology in the classroom changed in the last year? If so, how?

v' using less because students aren’t dependably bringing the laptops to class

v' earth science — less time for data analysis technology based lessons without lab period

v geometry using more because 9" grade students have laptops, supplemented by a cart for the 10™
grade students in the class

Are students’ technology skills adequate to use technology optimally in the classroom? Please elaborate

if not adequate.

v' really a significant range of abilities

v’ there are some students whose skills are really hampering their ability to use the computers

v' discussed some ways of having a technology skills lab or study hall alternative where students could
brush up on skills

v’ Should we have a technology skills assessment? 8" grade?

Are you doing technology based projects that could be used to assess student technology skills?
v no, not beyond word processing

Are you using student email to support teaching and learning?

v most not using school email — most students don’t know logins and passwords
v' students do email teachers from home email

v' one teacher is using school email (teaches one freshman class)

What technology resources (i.e. equipment, software, support) do you need that you currently don’t
have?



have seen whiteboards at conferences and feel that they would have huge impact on their teaching

earth science teachers share a projector and really feel that they would both use one regularly (or a

whiteboard)

v’ teachers have skills but need professional development time to develop technology based lessons —
know there are ways of using technology, but need exploration and development time (such as use of
probes and creating a web based data analysis lesson)

v remote desktop for teachers

AN

8. Other?



Grade 10 Teacher Interviews — Middle School — Laptop Program — need to check in with a few teachers who
weren’t at meeting

1. Have the laptop carts had positive impact on your teaching? If so, how?

teachers are using laptops a lot to some

writing in class

web based research

newsletters

students like and are more engaged

also using with honors/senior classes in English where teachers teach beyond 10™ grade

Biology uses daily.

Geometry is able to have 1:1 computing as 9™ grade students have a laptop, so 10" grade students
can get a laptop from the cart.

O O O O O O O O

2. Have the laptop carts had any negative impact on teaching and learning? If so how?
o No
o Anchoring carts in the rooms has made a big difference
o Having students maintain carts has made a big difference

3. Has your use of laptops in the classroom increased this year as a result of additional carts?
o Yes

4. Has the way you deliver instruction changed as a result of the additional laptop carts?
o Literary Companion — mostly done out of class, but allows for doing different lessons in class
o Access to research
o Can spontaneously use the technology because it is there
o Biology and geometry

5. Do you think you would use technology differently if all students had a laptop computer in the 10"
grade? If so, how?
o know they can do a technology based assignment, and students have access to technology — with
checking out of computers, for word processing or presentation assignments, teachers can do that now

6. Are students’ technology skills adequate to use technology optimally in the classroom? Please elaborate
if not adequate.
o Students are more skilled than many teachers
o Students are children of spell check — sometimes lost without it.

7. Are you using student email to support teaching and learning? If so, how?
o Some teachers are
o Can email groups of students

8. What technology resources (i.e. equipment, software, support) do you need that you currently don’t have
or need more of?
o Learning how to hyperlink
o Questia.com online library
o Training in turnitin.com
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