Literature and Composition Exam 1974-2008

Question Three Suggested Titles

19 Times

The Invisible Man (76, 77,78,82,83,85-89,91,94-97,01,04-05, 98)

16 Times

Wuthering Heights (77-79,82-83,86,89,91-92,97,99,01,06-08)

12 Times

Crime and Punishment (76,79-80,82,88,96,99-04)

12 Times

Jane Eyre (78-80,88,91,94-97,99,00, 07)

Great Expectations (79-80,88-89,92,95-96,00-04)

11 Times

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (80,82,85,91-92,94-95,99,05-06, 08)

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (76-77,80-81,86,88,96,99,04-05, 07)

10 Times

A Raisin in the Sun (87,90-92,94,96,99)

The Awakening (87-88,91-92,95,97,99,02, 07)

The Great Gatsby (82-83,88,91-92,97,00,04, 07)

Light in August (79,81-83,85,95,99)

Moby Dick (76-80,89,94,01,03-04, 07)

9 Times

Billy Budd (79,81-83,85,99,02,05, 08)

Catch-22 (82,85,87,89,94,01,05, 08)

Heart of Darkness (76,91,94,96,99,00-02)

The Scarlet Letter (76,78,83,88-89,91,99,02,04-06)

Their Eyes Were Watching God (88,90-91,96,04-08)
6 Times

Ceremony (94,96-97,99,01,06)

Hamlet (88,92,94,97,99,00)

Jude the Obscure (76,80,85,87,91,95)

The Color Purple (91-92,94,96-97,05, 08)

Waiting for Godot (77,85-86,89,94,01)

5/6 Times

Antigone (79-80,90,94,03)

Cry the Beloved Country (85,87,91,95-96. 07)

A Doll's House (83,87-88,95,05)

Death of a Salesman (86,88,94,03-04, 07)
Moll Flanders (76-77,86-87,95)

Native Son (79,82,85,87,95, 07)

Othello (79,85,88,92,95)

The Glass Menagerie (90,94,97,99,02, 08)

The Grapes of Wrath (81,85,87,95,06)

4/5 Times

Anna Karenina (81,91,99,06, 08)
Frankenstein (89,00,03,06, 08)
Oedipus Rex (77,85,88,00,03)

A Passage to India (77-78,88,92. 07)

Cry the Beloved Country (85,87,91,95, 07)

Obasan (94-95,04,06-07)

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead (82,94,00,05)
Pride and Prejudice (83,88,92,97, 08)

Song of Solomon (81,88,96,00)

The Merchant of Venice (85,91,95,02)
The Sound and the Fury (86,97,01,04) 

Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf (88,94,00,04, 07)
3/4 Times

A Streetcar Named Desire, As I Lay Dying (78,94,01, 06), A Farewell to Arms, An Enemy of the People, Go Tell It on the Mountain, Hedda Gabller, Macbeth(83,99,03), Medea, Murder in the Cathedral, The Stranger, Our Town (86,97), The Sun Also Rises, Mayor of Casterbridge, Sula, Twelfth Night…

**No titles suggested (74,75,84,93,98)

AP Literature- Recent Examples of Question Three

2001 Question- One definition of madness is "mental delusion or the eccentric behavior arising from it."  But Emily Dickinson wrote "Much madness is divinest Sense-/ To a discerning Eye-"  Novelists and playwrights have often seen madness with a "discerning Eye."  Select a novel or play in which a character's apparent madness or irrational behavior plays an important role.  Then write a well-organized essay in which you explain what this delusion or eccentric behavior consists of and how it might be judged reasonable. Explain the significance of the "madness" to the work as a whole.  Do not merely summarize plot.

2002 Question- Morally ambiguous characters- characters whose behavior discourages readers from identifying with them as purely evil or purely good- are at the heart of many works of literature.  Choose a novel or play in which a morally ambiguous character plays a pivotal role.  Then write an essay in which you explain how the character can be viewed as morally ambiguous and why his or her moral ambiguity is significant to the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary.

2003 Question- According to critic Northrup Frye, "Tragic heroes are so much the highest points in their human landscape that they seem the inevitable conductors of the power about them, great trees more likely to be struck by lightning than a clump of grass.  Conductors may of course be instruments as well as victims of divine lightning."

Select a novel or play in which a tragic figure functions as an instrument of the suffering of others.  Then write an essay in which you explain how the suffering brought upon others by that figure contributes to the tragic vision of the work as a whole.  

2004 Question- Critic Roland Barthes has said, "Literature is the question minus the answer."  Choose a novel or play and, considering Barthes' observation, write an essay in which you analyze a central question the work raises and the extent to which it offers any answers.  Explain how the author's treatment of this question affects your understanding of the work as a whole.  Avoid mere plot summary. 

2005 Question- In Kate Chopin's The Awakening (1899), protagonist Edna Pontellier is said to possess "that outward existence which conforms, the inward life which questions."  In a novel or play that you have studied, identify a character who conforms outwardly while questioning inwardly.  Then write an essay in which you analyze how this tension between outward conformity and inward questioning contributes to the meaning of the work.  Avoid mere plot summary.  

2006 Questions- Many writers use a country setting to establish values within a work of literature.  For example, the country may be a place of virtue and peace or one of primitivism and ignorance.  Choose a novel or play in which such a setting plays a significant role.  Then write an essay in which you analyze how the country setting functions in the work as a whole.  Do not merely summarize the plot.

2007 Question- In many works of literature, past events can affect positively or negatively, the present actions, attitudes, or values of a character.  Choose a novel or play in which a character must contend with some aspect of the past, either personal or societal.  Then write an essay in which you show how the character’s relationship to the past contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.

2008 Question- In a literary work, a minor character, often known as a foil, possesses traits that emphasize, by contrast or comparison, the distinctive characteristics and qualities of the main character.  For example, the ideas or behavior of the minor character might be used to highlight the weaknesses or strengths of the main character.  

Choose a novel or play in which a minor character serves as a foil to a main character.  Then write an essay in which you analyze how the relation between the minor character and the major character illuminates the meaning of the work.   

